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MR. TAMBASCO: Today is October 23rd. 

I'm Mike Tambasco with the World Trade 

Center Task Force. We're conducting an 

interview into the events of the morning of 

September 11th at the World Trade Center. 

We are in the lounge at EMS Battalion 8. 

The time is 6:04 a.m., and the interview is 

being conducted with -- 

EMT PEREZ: Jose Perez, emergency 

medical technician, Battalion 8. 

Q. Jose, tell us your story. 

A. From the beginning we were at 48th and 
Lexington or thereabouts when we heard it come 
over the radio that a plane hit one of the World 
Trade Centers. At first I just thought it was 
like one of those single-engine planes. 

Then I guess because of all the 
excitement and everything we kind of just started 
to head down to some extent. I know all the 
south units were already down there. So we kind 
of UCA'd ourselves, and we ended up at 11th and 
seventh in front of St. Vincent's. We could see 
both of the towers. At that time when we got 


down there, they were both engulfed in flames. 
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At some point we just saw the first 
tower fall, and we were amazed. I was with my 
partner, Joe Valdivia, and we both were shaking 
our heads and were shaking. We decided to go 
down, and we took the West Side Highway. At some 
point we just couldn't go any further because 
people were starting to come up, so we threw it 
in park and basically just -- 

Q. Do you know about how far down you got? 
A. I don't really remember. I think it 
was -- I want to say Bank Street -- actually it 


was further down, I think. I don't recall 


exactly. 
Q. Okay. 
A. So we just helped as much as we can 


with everybody that was coming out. Then the 
second building fell. I think for me it was just 
unbelievable, the whole thing. For the first few 
days it was something that I thought didn't 
really happen. I just had to convince myself 
that it did. I just had a good support system at 
my home with my wife and family. The people 
here, it was good to talk to. 


I think initially the problem was 
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people who were coming out, some of us were 
missing. So we really didn't know what was going 
on with certain people here. 

Q. A lot of misinformation. You had no 
idea? 

A. Right. Especially after the first 
building fell because everybody was calling a 
mayday, and we didn't know who was actually close 
enough to be involved in all that. Luckily 
everybody from our station's okay. I knew by 
face certain people but not really personally. 

So it's pretty devastating all around. 

I think that's basically it. It was 
traumatic. I think it was helpful being here for 
a while with everybody. 

Q. I was going to say, were you working 
for like days after that? 

A. Yeah, it seemed long for a few days 
afterwards, but it kind of diminished a little 
bit. We coped. We were able to help each other 
out and support each other. 

That's basically it. 

Q. Is there anything else you would like 


to add to it at all? 
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A. No, just like I said, I think it was 
very unreal at the time. It seemed like it was a 
movie and it wasn't really happening. After a 
few hours, you know it's real. 
Q. All right, Jose. I thank you for your 
interview? 
MR. TAMBASCO: The interview we're 


concluding at 6:08 a.m. 


